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ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS — DEVELOPMENT COMMISSIONS 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [9.08 am]: I am pleased to 
advise the house of a decision that the Liberal–National government has made to strengthen the delivery of the 
royalties for regions–funded Pilbara Cities initiative and the Mid West Investment Plan. From 26 October 2012, 
the Pilbara Cities office will be transferred from the Department of Regional Development and Lands to the 
Pilbara Development Commission. Similarly, responsibility for the implementation of the Mid West Investment 
Plan will also transfer from the department to the Mid West Development Commission. 
Since its establishment in August 2010, the Pilbara Cities initiative has been allocated more than $1 billion in 
royalties for regions funding to expand and grow Port Hedland, Karratha and other Pilbara towns. This 
recognises the vital role that this region plays in supporting the development of the state and the nation. The 
Pilbara Cities initiative is transforming the Pilbara through building modern, vibrant cities and regional centres 
to support and deliver a skilled workforce for major economic projects. 

Mr Speaker, for a project that is close to your heart, the government has also committed $220 million in royalties 
for regions funding towards key infrastructure projects in the midwest that are now being rolled out. By shifting 
the Pilbara Cities office and its 10 staff to the Pilbara Development Commission, and by giving responsibility for 
implementing the Mid West Investment Plan to the Mid West Development Commission, the government is 
reinforcing these regional development commissions as the lead state government agencies for these vital 
initiatives. The commissions will now be responsible for recommending projects for these royalties for regions 
initiatives to cabinet through me as Minister for Regional Development, as well as for project development, 
project monitoring and outcome delivery. The Department of Regional Development and Lands will continue to 
play an important role in assisting the commissions to discharge their responsibilities, particularly through the 
allocation of funding to proponents and the management of financial agreements. The department will maintain 
its responsibility to administer the royalties for regions initiative as the accountable agency under the Royalties 
for Regions Act 2009. I also take this opportunity to advise the house that the position of chief executive officer 
of the Pilbara Development Commission will be advertised this coming weekend.  

These are important changes that strengthen local decision making and increase efficiency by using local 
knowledge and expertise to deliver these important local programs.  
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